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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: NATIONAL AIRLINES - CHARLES DE GAULLE 
QUESTION. 

REF: PARIS 013274. PARA 7; AND PREVIOUS. 

1 . WE HAVE INFORMALLY RAISED ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 
THE QUESTION OF A FRENCH RESPONSE TO THE NATIONAL 
AIRLINES BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF ITS WISH TO MOVE FROM 
ORLY TO CHARLES DE GAULLE (WHICH WAS PRESENTED BY 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATWOOD ON MARCH 24) WITH 
QUAI D'ORSAY AVIATION SPECIALIST CLAUDE LAFONTAINE. 
FINALLY, ON MAY 23 SHE TOLD CIVIL AIR ATTACHE THAT IT 
HAD BEEN DETERMINED BY THE FRENCH AVIATION AUTHORITIES 
THAT SUCH A MOVE WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE. CLAUDE-LAFON- 
TAINE WOULD NOT BE DRAWN INTO A DISCUSSION OF THE LEGAL 
ASPECTS, BUT WOULD ONLY SAY THAT PHYSICAL CONSIDERATION 
(I.E., OVERCROWDING) AT DE GAULLE WOULD NOT PERMIT 

SUCH A MOVE. WHEN WE INDICATED THE SMALL NUMBER OF 
NATIONAL FREQUENCIES INVOLVED, SHE WOULD ONLY REPLY 
THAT ALMOST ALL FOREIGN AIRLINES SERVING ORLY WANTED TO 
MAKE SUCH A MOVE AND DEGAULLE COULD NOT ACCOMMODATE 
THEM ALL. HENCE NATIONAL COULD NOT BE PERMITTED EITHER. 
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WHEN WE NOTED THAT AEROFLOT HAD BEEN RECENTLY PERMITTED 
TO CHANGE, SHE AGAIN ASSERTED THAT WAS A SPECIAL CON- 
SIDERATION BASED ON A PACKAGE OF NEGOTIATIONS. FINALLY, 

SHE OBSERVED THAT THE FRENCH AUTHORITIES DID NOT IN- 
TEND TO PROVIDE ANY WRITTEN STATEMENT TO THE USG. 

2. COMMENT: WE ARE NOT SURPRISED BY CLAUDE-LAFONTAINE'S 
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RESPONSE WHICH HAS BEEN FORESHADOWED IN EARLIER CON- 
VERSATIONS WITH HER AND WITH ESPEROU AT DGAC. IT IS 
CERTAINLY OUR OBSERVATION THAT DEGAULLE IS QUITE CON- 
GESTED IN THE MORNING AND NOON HOURS WHICH ARE THE 
PEAK PERIOD FOR TRANS -ATLANTIC ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES. 
WHETHER AN APPLICATION BASED ON USING OFF-PEAK PERIODS 
(ASSUMING NATIONAL WOULD FIND THIS CONSISTENT WITH ITS 
MARKETING AND AIRCRAFT UTILIZATION REQUIREMENTS) WOULD 
FARE ANY BETTER IS PROBLEMATICAL. CERTAINLY, THE 
FRENCH AT PRESENT HAVE LITTLE INCENTIVE FOR WISHING TO 
ACCOMMODATE A U.S. CARRIER OUTSIDE THE CONTEXT OF A 
MORE GENERAL AVIATION BARGAINING PROCESS. 

3. WE HAVE CALLED ATTENTION BEFORE (PARIS 01936) TO 
THE FACT THAT MORE SPACE WILL BECOME AVAILABLE AT DE 
GAULLE IN 1980 OR 1981 WHEN THE SECOND TERMINAL 
OPENS AND AIR FRANCE OPERATIONS ARE REMOVED FROM THE 
PRESENT TERMINAL. THAT SPACE WILL NOT BE UNLIMITED AND, 

WE UNDERSTAND. VARIOUS AIRLINES ARE NOW NEGOTIATING 
FOR A MOVE WHEN IT BECOMES AVAILABLE. NATIONAL HAS 
APPARENTLY DECLINED TO DO SO. FEELING SUCH NEGOTIATIONS 
WOULD WEAKEN ITS CASE FOR MORE IMMEDIATE ACCOMMODATION. 
IT MAY BE THE COURSE OF PRUDENCE FOR NATIONAL TO 
ACCEPT THAT AN IMMEDIATE MOVE IS NOT LIKELY AND THERE- 
FORE TO START MAKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR TWO OR THREE 
YEARS HENCE, LEST IT BE LEFT OUT IN THE COLD THEN. 
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